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Appendix 1 
Objective, Scope, and Methodology 
 
 

Our objective was to perform an evaluation of the actions taken by the FLRA to 
implement the requirements of the DATA Act and progress against those plans. 
To accomplish our objective, we met with FLRA management and reviewed 
documents to gain an understanding of the processes, systems and controls which 
the FLRA has implemented, or plans to implement, to report Federal agency 
expenditures and link federal spending information in accordance with the 
requirements of the DATA Act.  This understanding is necessary for the OIG to 
develop an informed methodology for future OIG reports required by the DATA 
Act.  In addition, the results of this review will enable the OIG to provide 
suggestions on how to improve the likelihood of compliance with the 
requirements of the DATA Act prior to full implementation. 
 
To accomplish our evaluation of the FLRA’s readiness, the OIG initiated our 
work in early September 2016 and performed the following steps: 
 

1) Obtained an understanding of the laws, directives, and other regulatory 
criteria and guidance related to FLRA’s responsibilities to report financial 
and payment information under the DATA Act. 

2) Conducted an entrance conference with FLRA staff, including the SAO. 
3) Obtained information from FLRA staff concerning processes and controls 

planned or established. 
4) Obtained information from FLRA staff concerning their communication 

with the BFS DATA Act implementation team. 
5) Assessed FLRA’s efforts and formal implementation plans to report 

financial and payment information under the DATA Act. 
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Appendix 2 
CIGIE Letter on Timing Anomaly of IG Reports required by the DATA Act 
 

 

Council of the 
INSPECTOR S GENERA L 
on I N T E G R I T Y a nd E F F I C I E N C Y 

 

December 22, 2015 
 

The Honorable Ron Johnson Chairman 
The Honorable Thomas Carper Ranking Member 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate Washington, D.C. 
The Honorable Jason  Chaffetz Chairman 
The Honorable Elijah Cummings Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives Washington, D.C. 

 

Dear Mr. Chairmen and Ranking Members: 
 

The Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE) recognizes and 
appreciates your leadership on issues of Government transparency and accountability. In 
particular , we believe the enactment last year of the Digital Accountability and Transparency Act 
of 2014 (DATA Act) will significantly improve the quality of Federal spending data available to 
Congress, the public, and the accountability community if properly implemented . To make sure 
this happens, the DATA Act provides for strong oversight by way of the Federal Inspectors 
General and the Government Accountability Office (GAO). In particular, the DATA Act 
requires a series of reports from each to include, among other things, an assessment of the 
completeness, timeliness , quality, and accuracy of data submitted by agencies under the DATA 
Act. 

 
I am writing this letter on behalf of CIGIE to inform you of an important timing anomaly with 
the oversight requirement for Inspectors General in the DATA Act. Your staffs have been 
briefed on this timing anomaly, which affects the first Inspector General reports required by the 
DATA Act. Specifically, the first Inspector General reports are due to Congress in November 
2016. However, the agencies we oversee are not required to submit spending data in compliance 
with the DATA Act until May 2017. As a result, Inspectors General would be unable to report 
on the spending data submitted under the Act, as this data will not exist until the following year. 
This anomaly would cause the body of reports submitted by the Inspectors General in November 
2016 to be of minimal use to the public, the Congress, the Executive Branch, and others. 
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To address this reporting date anomaly, the Inspectors General plan to provide Congress 
with their first required reports in November 2017, a one-year delay from the due date in 
statute, with subsequent reports following on a two-year cycle, in November 2019 and 
November 2021. We believe that moving the due dates back one year will enable the 
Inspectors General to meet the intent of the oversight provisions in the DATA Act and provide 
useful reports for the public, the Congress, the Executive Branch, and others. 
 
Although we think the best course of action is to delay the Inspector General reports, CIGIE 
is encouraging the Federal Inspector General Community to undertake DATA Act 
"readiness reviews" at their respective agencies well in advance of the first November 
2017 report. Through a working group, CIGIE has developed guidance for these reviews. I 
am pleased to report that several Inspectors General have already begun reviews at their 
respective agencies, and many Inspectors General are planning to begin reviews in the near 
future. We believe that these reviews, which are in addition to the specific oversight 
requirements of the Act, will assist all parties in helping to ensure the success of the DATA Act 
implementation. 
We have kept GAO officials informed about our plan to delay the first Inspector General 
reports for one year, which they are comfortable with, and our ongoing efforts to help 
ensure early engagement through Inspector General readiness reviews. 

 

 
Should you or your staffs have any questions about our approach or other aspects of 
our collective DATA Act oversight activities, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 514-
3435. 

 
Michael E. Horowitz 
Chair, Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and 
Efficiency Inspector General, U.S. Department of Justice 

 
cc:     The Honorable David Mader, Controller, OMB 

 The Honorable Gene Dodaro, Comptroller General, GAO 
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Appendix 3 
Management Response 
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Appendix 4 
Report Distribution 
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Office of Inspector General 

 

 CONTACTING THE OFFICE OF 

INSPECTOR GENERAL 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU BELIEVE AN ACTIVITY IS WASTEFUL, 

FRAUDULENT, OR ABUSIVE OF FEDERAL FUNDS, 

CONTACT THE:  

 

 

HOTLINE (800)331-3572 
HTTP://WWW.FLRA.GOV/OIG-HOTLINE 

 

 
EMAIL: OIGMAIL@FLRA.GOV 

CALL: (202)218-7970 FAX: (202)343-1072 

WRITE TO: 1400 K Street, N.W. Suite 250, Washington, 

D.C. 20424 

 

 

 

 

 

The complainant may remain confidential; allow their name to be 

used; or anonymous. If the complainant chooses to remain 

anonymous, FLRA OIG cannot obtain additional information on the 

allegation, and also cannot inform the complainant as to what 

action FLRA OIG has taken on the complaint. Confidential status 

allows further communication between FLRA OIG and the 

complainant after the original complaint is received. The identity of 

complainants is protected under the provisions of the Whistleblower 

Protection Act of 1989 and the Inspector General Act of 1978. To 

learn more about the FLRA OIG, visit our Website at 

http://www.flra.gov/oig 
 

http://www.flra.gov/OIG
http://www.flra.gov/oig-hotline
http://www.flra.gov/oig
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